Chapter Nineteen

DRAWINGS FOR FLEURS DU MAL: 1958

I MUST SAY AT ONCE THAT MY DRAWINGS K)K BAUDELAIRE
I consider, at the same time, amongst my best work and
my greatest failure when exhibited, from the point of
view of any intelligent appreciation,   I had made the
drawings for an edition of the Fleurs du Mai to bo published in
America by the Limited Editions Club,   I believe only six
or seven drawings were wanted, but when I started reading
the text with a view to illustrating it, I found the subject so
absorbing I made sixty drawings, I believe Mr. Macy, who
originally asked me to make the drawings, was somewhat
taken aback at this over-measure, and I realised that 1 had
taken the commission all too seriously.  The drawings now
are scattered, some have been bought, others sent to America,
and I regret they have not been kept as a collection or
published entire.

I cannot imagine why these drawings, so brooded on and
worked over, were received, I' will not say with contempt,
though that was also their portion, but with an indifference
and a coldness I do not understand* They were, in the ugly
parlance of to-day, " a flop ". To my ^astonishment a poet,
who I had imagined was practically unknown in England
and whom I had scarcely evepheard mentioned, was, according
to the critics, almost a household word*

Strange discovery, indeed! The connoisseurs without
exception found that I had no " understanding of the poet",
and that the drawings were " no more illustrations of Le$
Fleurs du Mai than they were of Bunyan's Pilgrim's
Progress." It seemed to me that my blasphemy was con-
sidered as great, in this case, as in that of the Old Test
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